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Preface

The story of the Christian Church is intensely interesting. It deals
with some of the most dramatic episodes in history. For the children of
God it is also instructive and inspiring. They regard it as a heritage that
should be passed on to their children.

In recognition of this the National Union of Christian Schools (now
Christian Schools International) requested Mr. B. K. Kuiper to write a
manuscript that could be used for a textbook in church history. He com-
plied, and The Church in History was the gratifying result.

Mr. Kuiper brought to his task a lifetime of study and research in
this field, as well as his outstanding ability as a teacher of history. He
drew from a rich background as he wrote this book. Yet he constantly
kept in mind the needs of the student and the general reader for whom he
was writing.

The first edition of The Church in History was hardly off the press
when Mr. Kuiper began to write revisions and to suggest certain strue-
tural changes.

Throughout the six printings of the first edition, teachers were both
generous with their praise and helpful with criticism. These suggestions
caused the Education Committee of the National Union (now Christian
Schools International) to appoint a study committee in March, 1960, to
determine the advisability of a revision. The report of this study com-
mittee led to the appointment of the revision committee, which body
determined the nature and extent of the revision and served as con-
sultants throughout,

The addition of a chapter on the Church in Canada, the insertion of
sections on the historical development of the sects, the updating of all cur-
rent material, and the elimination of much detail improved the usefulness
of the book.

All of the retained maps have been redrawn and new maps added to
correlate with the text. The value of the time lines is obvious. The selec-
tion of pictures is broadened, the number doubled, and their quality im-
proved by offset printing. The questions and projects suggested at the
end of the chapters should aid the teacher and the pupil in critical think-
ing on the meaning and relevancy of the contents.

It is our fervent hope that those who read this book may learn to love
not only church history but also the Church itself, for it is the body of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
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WHEN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH WAS YOUNG

In this first part of our book we are going to observe the early growth of the Chris-
tian Church. We shall see it develop from one small congregation in Jerusalem to a
giant organization reaching into many lands. As the Church grew in numbers and in
territory, it developed a form of organization and government. As it grew in its under-
standing of the truth, it issued carefully worded statements of belief.

Not long after the Church's beginning it began to suffer persecution, first at
the hands of the Jews and then at the hands of the pagans. We shall see how the Church
was delivered from this persecution and how Christianity became the approved religion
of the State,

In this carly period, too, the Church had to withstand a great invasion of bar-
barians from the North, who plundered the wwns and cities of the great Roman Em-
pire and overthrew the government. As the first section of our book closes we find the
Church carrying on the stupendous task of Christianizing and educating the newly
established barbanian kingdoms.

When beginning the reading of each new chapter it will be well to take note of the
dates given in the heading, for often a new chapter will cover the same period of
time covered in the previous chapter. If we bear this in mind, we shall know just where
we are in point of time.



CHAPTER /

The New Testament Church

Is Born

1. The Background of the Church
2. The Nature of the Church
3. The Physical Preparation for the Church
4. The Spiritual Preparation for the Church
5. The Expansion of the Church
6. The Character of the Church

1. The Background of the Church «
Those who know the Old Testament
story, the promise of the Messiah, the ac-
count of the life of Jesus, and the records
of the acts of the apostles have had the
finest possible introduction to the history
of the Christian Church.

Originally God's revelation was to all
men. Only with Abraham, the first He-
brew, did He limit the scope of His prom-
ised redemption to the Old Testament

people, and even then He assured this fa-
ther of all faithful that in him all nations
of the earth would be blessed. When the
New Testament Church was founded,
this promise was fulfilled (Galatians 3:8)
by the extension of the Gospel to the
Gentiles. Now, as at the beginning, all
men would come under the preaching of
the true religion.

The Hebrew people were the recipients
of the Old Testament Truth, and to them

CHAFTER |: THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 15 BORN L1



Jesus came as the great final revelation of
God (Hebrews 1:1-2). But they rejected
their own kinsman as the Messiah. Fol-
lowing their rejection of Him, the Gos-
pel was sent by direction of God to the
Gentiles.

Our Christian faith, therefore, has its
ancestry in the Hebrew religion. Jesus
is the Messiah who is the fulfillment of
the promises made to the Old Testament
people. Time and again this relation is
brought to mind by Matthew. Often
when recording some incident in the life
of Jesus, he says, “That it might be ful-
filled which was spoken through the

prophets.”

2. The Nature of the Church »
When through His preaching, His aton-
ing death, and His resurrection Jesus
transformed the Old Testament national
“Church” to the Church of the New
Testament, He distinctly indicated the
spiritual nature of this new institution.
He did not arrange for an organization;
He taught the principles upon which it
should be built. He did not tell His dis-
ciples what the mechanical structure of
the Church was to be; He sent them out
to preach a salvation by faith in His
name. Even when He warned about the
opposition which they were to experience,
He talked not about Roman emperors,
but about the “gates of hell.”

When He was ready to leave this earth,
Jesus promised the Spirit of Truth who
would lead the disciples into all truth.
Jesus stated that the coming of this Spirit
was to be the prearranged sign that His
followers should now go out from Jerusa-
lem to the “uttermost parts of the earth.”
All of these teachings are evidences of
the fact that this new Church was to be a

spiritual entity—one founded and direct-
ed by the Holy Ghost.

3. The Physical Preparation for the
Church + Scripture says, "When the
fulness of the time came, God sent forth
his Son.” (Galatians 4:4). Such a state-
ment is a clear indication that the world
was prepared by God for the arrival of
Jesus to do His redeeming work. In what
way was it prepared? What were the con-
ditions in the world when the New Testa-
ment Church began and when it first
spread out from Jerusalem?

Rome ruled the “world.” (See map
page 26.) That this fact was of signifi-
cance to the coming of Christ is evident
from Luke's frequent references to the
historical events of the Empire. He makes
such statements as these: "There went
out a decree from Caesar Augustus” and
“In the fifteenth year of the reign of Ti-
berius Caesar.”

This great Empire prepared the physi-
cal scene for the spread of the Gospel. Tt
gave peace in place of constant tribal war-
fare; it built a great network of roads and
bridges that made travel possible all over
the then-known world; it cleared the sea
of pirates so that trade by sea and travel by
ship became common practice; it protect-
ed its citizens from robbers and rioting.
All of these conditions favored the casy
movement of the messengers of Christ s0
that along the many roads which Rome
had set up for her military purposes the
Gospel of peace went out to the world.

4. The Spiritual Preparation for the
Church « Not only did these physical
conditions help the cause of the new mis-
sionaries, but the spiritual and intellec-
tual climate was also readied for their
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wortk., Greece had spread her culture
throughout the Near East and had "con-
guered” Rome with her civilization,

The Greek language had become the
world language, one that would enable
Paul to communicate with all his hearers
in that part of the Roman Empire where
he did most of his work., When Paul
iuoted the Old Testament to the Jews
whom he met on his journeys, his quota-
tlons were from the Septuagint, a Greek
version of the Old Testament made as
varly as two hundred years before Christ.

Greek philosophy had made many peo-
ple doubt their gods whose strange
fctivities now began to fade into myth
and legend. The Roman gods came into
dlisrepute, and many officials of the Em-
ire continued to encourage religion only
wcause such belief served to curtail revolt
wmong the common people. The Roman
state religion was clearly a political affair
that offered no peace of mind to a dis-
lurbed soul, All this left a moral vacuum
that boded no good for the world,

Under such conditions the Gospel came
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with its promise of peace, pardon from
sin, rest for the heavy laden. Here was
assurance, forgiveness, life, and salvation
in Christ. This was the message that
struck home, and the fullness of time
made the rapid spread of this Word
possible.

5. The Expansion of the Church «
Many factors caused the Church to be ex-
tended, Direct revelation to Peter indi-
cated that Gentiles also were to be included
in the Church. The stoning of Stephen
and the persecutions by Saul and others
scattered the early Christians. Jews of the
Dispersion, who had witnessed the events
of Pentecost, carried the message of salva-
tion when they returned to their homes.

Official missionaries, such as Paul,
brought the Gospel to many pagan com-
munitics. Unofficial missionaries, the
early converts, were themselves enthusi-
astic witnesses.

6. The Character of the Church »
In the beginning the Church of Jerusa-




lem was known for its spiritual beauty.
The members were united by a spirit of
love, This was shown in their sharing of
material goods and their concern for the
welfare of fellow members. They "were
of one heart and of one soul.”

The young Church was also marred by
corruption and dissension. Selfish inter-
est became a stumbling block. Factions,
lawsuits, abuses of the Lord’s Supper, and

A General View
of Mazareth
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Church. The Jewish and Gentile Chris-
tians often found it very difficult to ex-
tend the hand of Christian brotherhood.

In spite of human shortcomings, the
Church is the body of Jesus Christ. For it
God prepared the world; for it Christ
gave Himself; for it the apostles labored
and suffered.

Now, with the blessing of the Holy
Spirit, the stone cut from the mountain

other problems faced the Apostolic  (Daniel 2:35) was about to fill the earth.

@ﬂ&f'ﬁﬁ“ﬁhﬂ

1. What is the Church? Whar is fts work? Whe s #ts bead?

2. What do the verses from Galatians 3:8-14 indicate abont the relation of
the Old Testament Hebrew people ta the New Testament believers?

3. What does the phrase "the fulness of the time” mean with reference
to Jesws' coming to earth? (Galations 4:4)

4. What work did Jesws do to found His Church?

5. What work did the Holy Spirit do for the early Church?

6. Why would Pilate write the placard for the cross of Jesws m Hebrew,
Greek, and Latin?

7. How did Greek cultwre affect the spread of the Goipel by the early
Chureh?

8 Why was it difficls for the [ews to understand that they must go 1o
the Gentiles? How were they convinced that they should do so?

9. It the Church spiritual or physical? Why?

10. What was the function of the miracles which were performed in the
early Christian Church?

1. What was the culture of Greece?

12, Philip went to Samaria and founded a church; be alio preached to an
Ethiopian, Would he have done this before the new message of Christ
bad come to the Jews?



The Church

CHAPTER f_@
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Is Tempered, 33-313

1. The Heroic Age of the Charch
2. The Apostolic Church Is Persecuted

3. Nero, the First Emperor to Persecute Christians

4. lgnatius, [ustin, and Polycarp

5. Persecution Is Continued Under Marcus Awrelins
6. A Lull in the Storm
7. Efforts Are Made to Deitroy the Church
8. Galerius Calls a Halt

1. The Heroic Age of the Church »
Christ had forewarned His disciples:
"They have persecuted me, they will also
persecute you.”

Throughout the first three hundred
years of its existence the Church was tem-
pered in the fires of persecution. This
period has been called the Herore Age
af the Church.

CHAFPTER 2: THE CHURCH 15 TEMPERED, 33=313

2, The Apostolic Church Is Perse-
cuted * Many leaders and members of
the newly formed Church suffered for
their Christian faith., This persecution
began already in the history recorded for
us in the Bible. Peter and John were im-
prisoned and persecuted on more than
one occasion. Both Stephen and James
had died a martyr’s death.

aTe



St. Stephen Being Stoned
After an Engraving by Gustave Doré

At one time when Paul was in Corinth,
he was dragged by a Jewish mob into the
court of the Roman governor Gallio, This
governor would have nothing to do with
the case and brusquely told the Jews to
run along. When the Jews continued to
press their charges against Paul, the gov-
ernor had attendants drive them out of
the courthouse,

The initial sufferings were inflicted
upon the followers of Christ by the Jews,
but in course of time, the attitude of the
Roman government toward the Chris-
tians underwent a change.

3. Nero, the First Emperor to Perse-
cute Christians « In the year 64 during
the reign of Emperor Nero, fire broke out
in Rome. For six days and nights the fire
burned. The greater part of the city was
laid in ashes, The rumor got around that
Nero himself had caused the city to be
set on fire. This aroused great hatred in
the people of Rome against the emperor.
To turn this hatred away from himself
Nero accused the Christians of having set
fire to Rome. The accusation certainly
was not true, but large numbers of Chris-
tians were arrested and a terrible persecu-
tion followed. Many Christians were even
crucified. Some were sewn up in the
skins of wild beasts; then big dogs were
let loose upon them, and they were torn
to pieces. Women were tied to mad bulls
and dragged to death. After nightfall
Christians were burned at the stake in
Nero's garden. The Roman people who
hated the Christians were free to come
into the garden, and Nero drove around
in his chariot wickedly enjoying the hor-
rible scene.

During the persecution of Nero, ac-
cording to tradition, the apostles Peter
and Paul suffered martyrdom in Rome.
It is related that Peter was crucified with
his head down. This was done at his own
request. He said he was not worthy to be
crucified in the same manner as his Mas-
ter. Paul, being a Roman citizen, was
beheaded.

The slaughter of Christians at this
time was confined to the city of Rome.

It was not a general persecutior -hrough-
out the whole of the Empire.

4. Ignatius, Polycarp, and Justin »
For the next one hundred years (from 68
to 161) there were no general persecu-

*He PART ONE: WHEN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH WAS YOUNG



tions, but in different parts of the Empire
many Christians were put to death. Out-
standing among the martyrs of this pe-
riod were Ignatius, bishop of Antioch;
Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna; and Justin,
the apologist who had written boldly and
very ably in defense of the Christians,
Ignatius (67-110) was ordered by
the emperor to be arrested and was sen-
tenced to be thrown to the wild beasts in
Rome. He longed for the honor of giving
his life for his Savior, saying, “May the
wild beasts be eager to rush upon me. If
they be unwilling, I will compel them.
Come, crowds of wild beasts; come, tear-
ings and manglings, wracking of bones
and hacking of limbs; come, cruel tor-

tures of the devil; only let me attain unto
Christ.”

Polycarp was the last one ot those who
had been personally taught by the apos-
tles. He was arrested and brought into
the amphitheater in Smyrna, which was
filled with an immense multitude. Since
there were no images of gods in the
houses of worship of the Christians, the
heathen rightly concluded that the Chris-
tians did not believe in the existence of
the gods, and sc they accused them of
being atheists (people who believe there
is no God). The proconsul reminded
Polycarp of his great age, and urged him
to show his penitence by joining in the
cry, "Away with the atheists!” Polycarp

MNero Burns the Christians as Torches in His "Golden House™
From a painting by Heary de Siemieradzki
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Death of Jesus

looked straight at the excited crowd,
pointed his finger at them, and cried,
"Away with the atheists!”

Then the proconsul said,
Christ, and I will release you.”

"Revile

But Polycarp answered, "Eighty and
six years have I served Him, and He has
never done me wrong; how can I blas-
pheme Him, my King, who has saved
me? [ am a Christian.”

To the crowd the proconsul then pro-
claimed, "Polycarp has confessed himself
to be a Christian.”

The crowds yelled,
burned!”

Wood was collected and made into a
pile. Polycarp asked not to be fastened
to the stake. “Leave me thus,” he said,
"He who strengthens me to endure the
flames will also enable me to stand firm
at the stake without being fastened with
nails.” The woodpile was lighted. While
Polycarp prayed with a loud voice, "Lord
God Almighty, Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, I praise Thee that Thou hast
judged me worthy of this day and of this
hour, to participate in the number of Thy
witnesses, and in the cup of Thy Christ,”

“"Let him  be

Death of Paul

MNero

Death of John

Marcus Aurelius

Death of Polycarp

the flames consumed him. Polycarp’s
martyr death took place in the year 156.

Justin Martyr (100-166), who was a
philosopher, was scourged and beheaded
in Rome with six other Christians. In the
face of death he bore with joy the witness
to the truth. His last words were: ""We
desire nothing more than to suffer for our
Lord Jesus Christ; for this gives us salva-
tion and joyfulness before His dreadful
judgment seat. . . "

5. Persecution Is Continued Under
Marcus Aurelius « The emperor Mar-
cus Aurelius (161-180) decreed that the
property of Christians should be given to
their accusers. It is not difficult to sec
what would be the effect of this decree.
Everywhere there were people who were
eager to have the property of the Chris-
tians. These came forward with accusa-
tions. Persecution became well-nigh uni-
versal, Christians everywhere were sought
out, brought to trial, and often executed
with the greatest cruclty, while their
property was taken from them and given
to their accusers,

What happened to the Church in Lyons
and Vienne in southern Gaul, now

Persecution of
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Christian Martyrs in the Amphitheater

lrance, can give us some idea of the se-
venily of the persecution under Marcus
Auirclius. By the most horrible tortures,
they sought to make the Christians deny
therr Caith, YWhen at last the persecutors
b ame convinced that no amount of tor-
ture would make the Christians deny their
fmith, they beheaded those Christians who
were Roman citizens, and the others they
threw to the wild beasts in the arena of
the amphitheater,

I'rom far and near the heathen focked
tov the amphitheater to see this spectacle.
Al the condemned met their death with
preat joy. The last to die was Blandina.
She had been a spectator of the death of
many others, and she had constantly en-
tonraged and exhorted them to remain
steadfast to the end. With joy and thanks-
piving she entered the arena. A net was
thrown over her, Then she was exposed

CHAFITER 2 THE CHURCH IS TEMPERED, 33-115

to the fury of a wild bull. Several times
the bull took her upon his horns and
tossed her into the air. At last she was
dead.

The bodies of the martyrs were burned,
and the ashes were thrown into the river
Rhone. The heathen said mockingly,
"Mow we shall sce whether there will be
a resurrection of their bodies,”

6. A Lull in the Storm * “With the
death of Marcus Aurelius this period of
persecution came to a close. For some
seventy years the Church on the whole
enjoyed rest, with the exception of the
persecution under Septimius Severus from
200-211.

Far a time this persecution raged with
great violence in Alexandria in Egypt.
Along with many others, the father of
Origen was put to death. Origen, who

a]ls




later became the greatest scholar the
Church had produced, was at the time of
his father's death a young boy. It was
only with the greatest difficulty that his
mother restrained him from offering him-
self for martyrdom.

Another to suffer a martyr's death due-
ing this period was Irenaeus, the Church
Father who had written the brilliant de-
fense, Apainst Heresies.

7. Efforts Are Made to Destroy the
Church « The first emperor who or-
dered a general persecution with the defi-
nite purpose of destroying the Church
was Decius. Happily his reign lasted
only two years, from 249 to 251. After a
brief respite of seven years the Church
suffered persecution under Valerian.
Thereafter the Church was granted an-
other period of tranquility, which lasted
forty years. In the year 303 the emperor

]2

Christians
Hunted Down
in the
Catacombs
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Diocletian started a persecution which
was continued by his successor Galerius
until the year 311.

The tortures which were inflicted upon
the Christians during these persecutions
were so gruesome that it is not fit to de-
scribe them. Church buildings were de-
molished and Bibles were burned. These
persecutions far surpassed, in the number
of Christians who were martyred and in
cruelty, anything the Christians had been
made to suffer up to this time. These per-
secutions were a determined and system-
atic attempt to uproot Christianity com-
pletely, and wipe the Church off the face
of the earth. An outstanding Christian
who suffered martyrdom in these perse-
cutions was Cyprian. Origen also died as
the result of the tortures inflicted upon
him at this time.

Many Christians in the city of Rome
found a place of refuge in the catacombs,
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which were underground  passageways.
The ground upon which Rome is built
tonsists of comparatively soft stone. Bury-
Ing people within the city limits was not
permitted. So in many places just outside
the city, long, narrow passages or tunnels
wore dug out of the soft stone for this
mirpose. There are so many of them that
I they were all end to end they would be
some five hundred miles long. They wind
anil cross cach other in every direction so
4 to form a veritable maze. Many of these
subterrancan passages are thirty or more
foet below the surface. In the sides of
these gallerics or passageways excavations
were made row upon row. In these ex-
tavations the dead were laid to rest. It
wis in these catacombs that many Chris-
Hans hid themselves in times of persecu-
tion, There they also laid to rest the
mangled remains of their fellow believers
who had died as martyrs.

The persecution under Diocletian and
Galerius was the most severe of all. But
it was also the last. Heathendom had
finally exhausted its strength and spent its

fury.

8. Galerius Calls a Halc + Emperor
Galerius became ill and suffered unspeak-
able torments. His discase was dreadful
and incurable. From his sickbed, which
became his deathbed, he issued in the
year 311 an edict which granted to the
Christians permission to hold their as-
semblies again. He asked for their pray-
ers in behalf of himself and the Empire.

The edict of Galerius was not a com-
plete victory. What Galerius had granted
was only a halfhearted toleration. Nev-
ertheless the complete wictory for the
Church was near at hand,
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Heow did persecution affect the Church?

Wiy did some of the Christians seek 1o be martyrs?

Why did the Romans persecute Christians? Notice from the account given
that the persecutions were sporadic, In addition, many persecutions were
local—in Rome only, or for a time m certain provinces. Relate the answer
te the exclusive character of Christianity.

5. Why i there so little known of the Christian Church from Ap. 70 o

i
2. Idemtify: Galerius cataconrbs.
3
!
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6. Read about the lives of martyrs in Foxe's Christian Martyrs.
7. How are the catacombs described by Hawthorne in Chapter 3 of The

Marble Faun?
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Grows Inwardly, 33-325

1. What Is Meant by the Church’s Inward Growth
2. Iy Doctrine Imporiant ?
3. The Apostolic Fathers

4. The Apologists

3. Falve Ideas Arise

6. The Church Fathers
7. A Creed and a Canon Emerge

8. The Development of the Episcopate

1. What Is Meant by the Church’s
Inward Growth * From the above dates
you will see that the things to be dis-
cussed in this chapter happened in the
same period of time as the things treated
in the second chapter.

The inward growth of the Church has
to do with its docirine, or beliefs, and its
organization. ‘This is vitally important,
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for it concerns the truth of God and the
system of government within the Church.

Gifted men spent their lives searching
out the truths in the Scriptures and de-
fending these truths against the faise
teachings of the day. In doing this they
performed a great service for God and
His Church. Certainly we want to know
something about these men and about the
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doctrines, or beliefs, which they cham-
pioned. We also want to see how the
Church developed a system of organiza-
tion and government.

2. Is Doctrine Important? Many
people today do not like doctrine. They
say differences of opinion about doctrine
have caused much debate and controversy.
They say that the many divisions in the
Church have been caused by debates about
doctrine. Doctrine is not so important
after all. What is important is a good
Christian life. So runs their argument.

The effect of this kind of talk has been
very bad. In many churches ministers
teach the people and the children very
little doctrine. The result is a great ig-
norance of Christian truth., The theory
that doctrine is not important is not only
shallow and foolish, it is also crafty. It is
one of the devil's best tricks,

The history of the controversies about
doctrine is a very important part of the
history of the Church.

3. The Apostolic Fathers » After
the time of the apostles the foremost lead-
ers in the Church were the Apostolic Fa-
They were called the Apostolic
Fathers because they are said to have been
taught personally by the apostles. They
lived in the first half of the second cen-
tury. We know the names of five of
them. They were Clement and Hermas
of Rome; Ignatius of Antioch; Polycarp
of Smyrna; and Barnabas, probably of
Alexandria. There were two others whose
names we do not know,

You will remember that there was
much in the teaching of Christ which for
a long time the disciples did not under-
stand, From the writings of the Apostolic

therr,

CHAPTER 3: THE CHURCH GROWS INWARDLY, 33-325

Scboenfeld Collection
from Three Liona

Ignatius of Antioch

Fathers we can tell that, more than a hun-
dred years after Christ, they had not as yet
penctrated very deeply into the truth re-
vealed in the Bible. Their conception of
Christianity was very simple. They
thought of Christ chiefly as the revealer
of the knowledge of the one true God,
and the proclaimer of a law of high and
strict morality. The Apostolic Fathers
wanted to know the truth about Christ.
They thought and wrote about Him.,

4. The Apologists * The heathen
attacked and persecuted the Christians.
They told many false stories about the
Christians, accused them of many terrible
crimes, and misrepresented the teachings
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of Christianity. In response some Chris-
tians wrote books. Because in these books
these writers defended Christianity, they
are called Apologists, An apologist is one
who defends what he believes to be the
truth. In order to explain Christianity to
the educated and cultured heathen and in
order to defend it against attacks, they
were compelled to make a deeper study
of the Bible. In that way the Church
made progress in the understanding of
Christian truth,

The foremost of these Apologists was
Justin, He was born in the ancient town
of Shechem in the province of Samaria.
There at Shechem was the well of the
patriarch Jacob, where Jesus had talked to
the Samaritan woman. Justin's father and
mother were both heathen. Justin studied
philosophy and even after he had become
a Christian he continued to wear the man-
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tle of a philosopher While living in
Ephesus he was converted by the study of
the Old Testament prophets. “Straight-
way,” he wrote in one of his books, "a
flame was kindled in my soul, and a love
of the prophets and of those men who
are friends of Christ. Theirs is the oldest
and truest explanation of the beginning
and end of things and of those matters
which the philosophers ought to koow,
because they were filled with the Holy
Spirit. They glorified the Creator, the
God and Father of all things, and pro-
claimed His Son, the Christ, 1 found this
philosophy alone to be safe and profit-
able.”

About the year 153, while in Rome,
Justin wrote his famous Apology. In that
same city, perhaps in the year 165, he was
beheaded for his faith. For that reason
he is called Justin Martyr
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Celsus was not one of the Apologists.
He was a heathen who was well acquaint-
ed with the teachings of Christianity, but
he never became a Christian. On the con-
trary, in the year 177 he wrote a book, A
Trwe Disconrse, against Christianity. Cel-
sus was a man with a very keen mind. He
brought all his learning and wit to bear,
and used many of the arguments still used
by unbelievers today. His was the ablest
criticism of Christianity produced by hea-
thenism., It was not until seventy years
Later that Celsus was answered. But when
at last the answer did come, it was over-
whelming and crushing.  This brilliant
apology of Christianity was written by
Origen in his book, Against Celius. You
will presently hear more about Origen.

5. False Ideas Arise = In the last
half of the second century two beresies
(departures from the truth) became a se-
rious menace. They were Guosticiim and
Meowtaniim . Gnosticism went so far as to
maintain that Christ never dwelt on this
carth in human form. Montanism taught
that Christ's promise of the Comforter
had not been fulfilled in the upper room
on Pentecost, but that the coming of the
Holy Spirit was now at hand and that the
end of the world was near. Both of these
doctrines were gaining a foothold in the
Church, These ideas were entirely con-
trary to Christian truth. Right doctrine is
important, Wrong doctrine will hurt the
Church.  The Church cannot live with
false doctrine. So the last half of the sec-
ond century was a time of tremendous
crisis for the Church,

How keenly the Church felt the deadly
nature of these heresies you can tell from
the following incident. One of the lead-
ing Goostics was a certain Marcion., After
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he made his fortune in Constantinople, he
moved to Rome. He gave large amounts of
money to charity, but he also made strong
propaganda for his Gnostic ideas, and
gained many followers among the members
of the church in Rome. Polycarp, bishop of
the church in Smyrna, at one time made a
visit to Rome. Marcion and Polycarp had
known ecach other very well back East.
When Polycarp happened to come across
Marcion on the street, he was going to pass
on without speaking. Marcion stopped him
and said, "Don't you know me any more,
Polycarp?™* *'Yes,” answered Polycarp, *'I
know who you are. You are the first-born of
Satan.”

6. The Church Fathers ¢ The first
great doctrinal controversy in the Church
was about the person of Christ. We know
that Christ is the. eternal Son of God, the
second person in the Trinity, Himself
God. But at first this was not so clear to
the Church. It took the leaders in the
Church a great deal of hard study,
thought, and discussion to come to a right
understanding of the person of Christ.
That we have the right view today we owe
to the long and intense labors of the great
Church Fathers. Outstanding among
these Church Fathers were Irenaeus and
Tertullian in the western, and Clement
and Origen in the eastern part of the
Roman Empire.

Irenacus was born sometime between
115 and 142. He was reared in Smyrna.
There he saw Polycarp and heard him
preach. From Smyrna he moved to Lyons
in Gaul, now France, in the church of
which city he became bishop. In the year
200 he suffered a martyr’s death. Irenaeus
gave much thought to the Scriptural teach-
ing about Christ. The beginnings of a
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sound doctrine about Christ are to be
found in his book Against Heresier.

Tertullian was born sometime between
the years 150 and 155 in North Africa in
the city of Carthage, Tertullian studied
law and practiced in Rome. After his
conversion he returned to Carthage, and
became a presbyter in the church of his
native city. He was a great student of phi-
losophy and history and had an excellent
legal mind. In his understanding of Christ
he did not advance much beyond Justin
and Irenacus, but he was very gifted in the
use of language and so was able to state
the true doctrine about Christ more clearly
and precisely than anyone before him had
done.

Clement of Alexandria (not to be con-
fused with the Apostolic Father, Clement
of Rome, who lived a hundred years ear-
lier) was a very able teacher in the theo-
logical school in Alexandria,

Origen, a pupil of Clement, became far
more famous than his teacher. He was
by far the greatest scholar the Church had
produced. A deep and original thinker,
he wrote many large and learned books.
Origen's book, Agamist Celsws, was the
brilliant answer to this critic of Chris-
tianity. Both Clement and Origen did
much through their writings to lead the
Church to a better understanding of the
person of Christ.

7. A Creed and a Canon Emerge -+
Out of the Church's struggle with the
heresies of Gnosticism and Montanism
came three things: a creed, a canon, and
an organization. All three of these have
been of very great and lasting significance
for the Church.

The word ¢reed comes from the Latin
word credo, meaning "1 believe.” A creed
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is a statement of bellef, The creed that
came out of the Church's struggle with
Gnosticism and Montanism is known as
the Apostles’ Creed, It is so called not
because it was composed by the apostles,
but because it is a summary of the apos-
tles’ teachings. No doubt you know that
creed by heart. It is the oldest creed of
the Church. The Church adopted the
Apostles” Creed in order that everybody
might know what the Church believed to
be true Christian doctrine, in distinction
from the false and heretical doctrines of
the Gnostics and Montanists.

The word canon has many meanings.
As we are using it here it means "a list.”
The canon that came out of the above-
mentioned struggle is the canon of the
New Testament, that is, a list of the books
that belong in the New Testament. In its
controversies with the Gnostics and Mon-
tanists the Church always appealed to
Scripture. But already at that time there
were many Christian writings. So it was
necessary to know which of those writings
possessed absolute authority as inspired
writings. Out of all the Christian writ-
ings then in existence the Church recog-
nized as inspired those which now make
up the New Testament.

8. The Development of the Episco-
pate * The organization that came out of
the struggle with the Gnostics and Mon-
tanists is the episcopal form of church
government. The leaders of these hereti-
cal groups also claimed support from the
Bible. The Church had to establish its
position as the authority who decided the
meaning of the Bible. It exercised this
authority through its rulers who came to
be called bishops. The Church from this
point down to the time of the Reforma-
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tion had the episcopal form of govern-
ment. There are several churches today
which have this form, such as the Roman
Catholic, the Greek Orthodox, the Episco-
pal, and the Methodist churches.

At first the organization of the Church
was very simple. The officers were the
clders and deacons. The elders were
known as presbiyters, since presbyter is the
Greek word for “elder.”

In the early Church the presbyters were
all of the same rank. But it was natural
that in each congregation one of the pres-
byters should take the lead. He would be
president of the board of presbyters, and
he would lead in worship and do the
preaching. The presbyters were also called
overseers. The Greek word for “overseer”™
is episcopos, from which we get our word
"bishop.” The title of bishop was given
to the presbyter who in course of time
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became the leader of the board of presby-
ters. So the other presbyters gradually
became subordinate to the presbyter who
was their overseer, or bishop, and the
bishop came to rule the church alone. The
Greek word for a man who rules alone is
“monarch.” For that reason these bishops,
who came to have all the authority in a
church, were called monarchical bishops.

Churches were first ecstablished in the
cities, The people in the country con-
tinued to be heathen when the people in
the cities had already become Christians.
The Latin word for country people was
pagani. So the name pagani or pagans
became equivalent to heathen. From the
cities Christianity spread among the hea-
then, or pagans, in the country. The con-
verts from the country would attend
church in the city. The city with its sur-
rounding country district was called a
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diocese. Then the man who at first was
bishop only of the city church became
bishop of the diocese, and was called a
diocesan bishop.

You may wonder why all these terms
(presbyter, bishop, monarchical bishop,
diocese, dipcesan bishop, and episcopal)
are taken from the Greek language. You
will recall from the first chapter that
the world language of that day was Greek,
and Christianity first spread in the eastern
part of the Roman Empire where Greek
was generally used.

Just exactly when the Church came to
have bishops we do not know. The de-

velopment of the episcopal form of
church organization or government came
about gradually, It came about in some
cities sooner than in others. Churches in
certain cities had monarchical bishops be-
fore the church in Rome had such a bish-
op. Around the year 110 the church in
Antioch, from which city Barnabas and
Paul had set out on their first missionary
journey, had a bishop by the name of
Ignatius, and Smyrna had Polycarp as its
bishop. Both of these men are said to
have been personal disciples of the apos-
tles, and both of them are reckoned
among the Apostolic Fathers. The first
bishop of Rome seems to have been a man
by the name of Anicetus. He was bishop
of Rome from 154 to 165. By the middle
of the second century practically all
churches had monarchical bishops.

The bishops were supposed to be the
successors of the apostles. That idea

The Ruins of the Corinthian
Columns of the Temple of
Jupiter at Baalbek, Lebanon
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helped immensely to clothe the bishops
with great authority. Ignatius considered
the bishop to be the great bond of church
unity and the great defense against heresy.
To the church in Philadelphia he wrote,
"Do ye all follow your bishop as Jesus
Christ followed the Father. Do nothing
without the bishop.”

For a long time the churches in the
various cities were only very loosely con-
nected with each other. By the year 200
they had become welded into one com-
pact whole. The struggle of the churches
with the Gnostic and Montanist heretics
had done much to bring this about. All
the churches how had in common the
Apostles’ Creed, the canon of the New
Testament as authoritative Scripture, and
the episcopal form of church govern-
ment. The heretics were, of course, out-
side the Church., They had formed little
churches of their own. But the big church
was henceforth known as the Catholic
(or Universal) Church, and also as the
Old Catholic Church. Later we shall hear
of the Roman Catholic Church.

The man who better than anyone else
expressed the ideas about the Church
which had come to prevail around this
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time was Cyprian. He was born in Car-
thage in North Africa around the year
200 and lived in that city all his life. A
rich and well-educated man, he became
famous as a teacher of rhetoric, or speech.
In 246 he was converted. Two years later
he became bishop, and in 258 he was be-
headed as a Christian martyr. He wrote,
“There is one God, and Christ is one;
and there is one Church and one Chair."
(By ome chair he meant “one center of
authority.”) He continued: "He who is
not in the Church of Christ is not a
Christian. He can no longer have God
for his Father who has not the Church
for his mother. There is no salvation out-
side the Church. The Church is based on
the unity of the bishops. The bishop is
in the Church, and the Church is in the
bishop. If anyone is not with the bishop,
he is not in the Church,”

It was in the midst of persecution that
the Church grew in numbers, spread
throughout the Roman Empire, and even
preached among the barbarian tribes,
And it was in the midst of persecution
that the Church developed its organiza-
tion and doctrine. MNow it was about to
entér a new ora.

-

1. What do we mean when we speak of Apostolic Fathers? When did these

men live?

2, Compare the writings about the person of Jesus Christ as they are found
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in the three ecumenical creeds: Apostles’ Creed, Niceme Creed, and

Atbanasian Creed.

. Ademiify: Polyearp, Ovigen, Guosticism, Montanim.

. Who were the Apologists? What did they accomplish for the Church
by their writrngs? Look up Velume I of the Christian Classics serfes and

read some of Justin Mariyr's Apology. Natice thar it is addressed 1o

Roman officials, philosopbers, and men of culture. Why wonld [ustin

write 1o these peaple particularly? What ather Apalagists can you name?

. To whom were the books of Luke and The Acts addressed?

Why wonld the Apostles’ Creed comtain only ene statement about the
Fatber, one abowt the Holy Spirit, but many about the Son? What does
this prove about beresy in the early Church?

Give the meanings of the new words that describe the government of the
early Church. Notice the strang wmovemeni in the direction of mnified
government under the bishop. In what way does this development indi-
cate a tendency moving toward the papal control of all the churches?
Your author mentions lrenacus and his work Against Heresy, Read the
selections from that work in Volume I, Christian Classics.

You may read more about Clement of Alexandria in Christian Classics,
Volume 1. The general introduction tells about bis life and work, and
excerpis of some of his writings follow. Volwme V' gives brographical
material on Tertullian, Cyprian, Ambrose, and Jerome. All of the writings
meniioned in questions 4, 8, and 9 are alio fownd in The Ante-Nicene
Fathers, Roberis and Donaldion, editors, Eevdmarns, 1950,
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