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IT WAS THE FIRST DAY OF SUMMER. Sylvette and her friends
were sitting on the terrace in the sun. Sylvette was so shy that
she always sat a little apart, but she listened to every word.
“Have you heard? Picasso is staying right here in Vallauris!”
“It’s incredible! The most famous artist in the world.
Every picture he paints is worth a fortune.”
“| heard he had a huge white car sent from America,

in exchange for just one painting!”




Sylvette was very interested. Secretly, she dreamed
of becoming an artist. In a suitcase under her bed was
a sketchbook full of her drawings. All her secrets
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were locked inside that suitcase — things no one else =

had ever seen.



Suddenly Sylvette noticed something absolutely amazing.
Right in front of her eyes, a beautiful picture had appeared

above the terrace wall.

“LOOK!” shouted her friends. “It’s Sylvette. Only Sylvette
has a ponytail like that.”




Sylvette hid her face in her hands.
She heard a roar of laughter from
behind the wall.

They all ran to look. They saw
a man holding the picture above
his head. He was short, but very

muscular. He wore a striped shirt,
shorts, and a pair of bedroom
slippers. It was Picasso!
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“1 saw you all from my studio,” !l ':\.* ':'J
he laughed. “And | made a sketch. | 'f
Come on. Why don’t you visit me?” i
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Shy Sylvette had many secrets. For years,
she dreamed of becoming an artist. One
day, Picasso, world-famous painter and sculptor,
came to the town where Sylvette lived. To her
astonishment, he chose her as his model.

Soon pictures of the shy girl with a ponytail were
known around the world. Picasso was a good
friend to Sylvette — with his help, she came to
realize her dreams.

This remarkable true story provides an intriguing
introduction to the life and work of the great
artist, with dazzling illustrations and reproduc-
tions of Picasso’s own work.
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