
Democracy Survey—ParticiPant’S anSwerS

QueStion ParticiPant’S anSwer

1.  If someone offered you $1,000 on the 

condition that you would not vote that 

year, would you take the money or keep 

your vote?

2.  If people want to maintain liberty, is it 

necessary for that people to be religious? 

3.  Should the public schools teach religion 

and morality?

4.  Should the government provide for 

entitlements such as Social Security, 

Medicare, or Medicaid? 

5.  Is freedom protected by robust local and 

state governments?

6.  Do you read the newspaper? If not, how do 

you get the news?

7.  Are you involved in community organiza-

tions, such as service clubs (Rotary, Lions 

Club, Little League, homeless shelter, the 

local branch of a political party, etc.)?

8.  Is it the federal government's responsibility 

to provide health care for all Americans?

9.  Which is more dangerous for democracy: 

one man having more rights and privileges 

than another, or the government becoming 

much more powerful than any man or 

group of men?

10.  Does the rule of the majority most often 

find truth?

D e m o c r a c y  i n  a m e r i c a



Democracy Survey—Scoring Sheet

QueStionS ScoreS of ParticiPantS

1.  If someone offered you $1,000 on the 
condition that you would not vote that year, 
would you take the money or keep your vote?

2.  If people want to maintain liberty, is it 
necessary for that people to be religious?

 

3.  Should the public schools teach religion and 
morality?

4.  Should the government provide for 
entitlements such as Social Security, Medicare, 
or Medicaid?

5.  Is freedom protected by robust local and state 
governments?

6.  Do you read the newspaper? If not, how do you 
get the news?

7.  Are you involved in community organizations 
such as the service clubs (Rotary, Lions Club, 
Little League, homeless shelter, the local branch 
of a political party, etc.)?

8.  Is it the federal government's responsibility to 
provide health care for all Americans?

9.  Which is more dangerous for democracy: one 
man having more rights and privileges than 
another, or the government becoming much 
more powerful than any man or group of men?

10.  Does the rule of the majority most often find 
truth?

 totalS:

 average:

Answers that match Tocqueville get 10 points; those that are the opposite get 0; those that are somewhat right 
get something in the middle. After you have interviewed at least ten people, total each column and then calculate 
the average score. If the average is 70–100, democracy is safe; if the average is 50–70, democracy is in jeopardy; 
if the average is 0–50, democracy is in great danger.

D e m o c r a c y  i n  a m e r i c a


